■BBH9 


8 


A TREATISE ON 


CANAL NAVIGATION. 



Of thefe, perhaps, the moft confiderable is the canal of Langue- 
doc : I mean, moft confiderable, not only from its length, and na- 
tional importance ; but in confequence of the capacity requifite to 
the conftrudion of it. 

It has in fad been the model for all canals down to the prefent 
day ; in this work, locks, refervoirs, aqueduds, tunnels, and em- 
bankments, are plainly exhibited ; and the fyftem which has been 
purfued fully eftabliftied. This canal, which opens a communica- 
tion between the Mediterranean and the Bay of Bifcay, is 192 
miles long ; it commences with a refervoir 4000 paces in circumfe- 
rence; and is furniftied with 104 locks, each of 8 feet rife. It was 
begun (in 1666) and finifhed under Louis XIV. by Francis 
Riquet, in little more than thirteen years ; the expence amount- 
ing to upwards of thirteen millions of livres ; which, at twenty- 
eight livres the mark of filver, the value of French money in the 
laft century, amounts to upwards of 900,000 /. fterling. On finifh- 
ing this great work, the tolls were given to M. Riquet, as a 
reward of merit, and an inducement to keep it in repair ; and the 
emoluments have been fo important as to produce great eftates to 
different branches of that gentleman’s family : while, as a public 
work, it is unqueftionably the nobleft monument of the monarch 
who patronized it, 

Nor did thefe uieful works efcape the penetrating genius of the 
Czar Peter during his refidence in Holland ; who, immediately on 
his return home, procured engineers, and commenced a canal to open 
a communication between Mofcow and P etcriburgh. It would be a 
very extenfive undertaking to defcribe the numerous canals which 
had been formed in various parts of Europe, previous to their m- 
trodudion into this ifland : but though England was the laft to 

encourage 
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encourage canals, it is now the moft active in promoting them ; 
tenacious of eftabliftied cuftoms, Englifttmen are difficult to fet 
in motion, but their fenfes being awakened to intereft they are 
diligent and perfevering. 

The jfirft canal in England which deferves notice * was conftruded 
by the Duke of Bridgewater, and has not been completed 30 
years ; during the procefs, fo unacquainted were the people with the 
ufe of canals, and fo prejudiced in favour of the old cuftom of river 
navigations, that the undertaking was deemed chimerical, and ruin 
was predicted as the inevitable refult of his Grace’s labour; here 
tunnels, aqueduds, refervoirs, and embankments, familiar to fo- 
reign nations, ftruck the aftonifhed Englifhman with wonder ; the 
apparent expence furpafled all calculation of an adequate return ; 
particularly with a rival running by its fidef : yet it was not long 
finilhed when the eyes of the people began to open ; the Duke could 
woik on his canal when floods, or dry feafons, interrupted the na- 
vigation of the Merfey ; this gave a certainty, and punauality, in 
the carriage of merchandize, and infured a preference to the canal ; 
the emoluments arifing to the Duke were too evident to be mif- 
taken ; and perfeverance having vanquiflied prejudice, the fire of 

fpecrilation was lighted, and canals became the fubjed of general 
converfation. 

But as local prejudices oppofed the Duke’s canal, in thefirftin- 
ftance, prejudice equally ftrong as firmly adhered to the principle 
on which it was conftructed ; and it was thought impoffible to lead 
one through a country, or to work it to any advantage, unlefsby 

pur fuimr one TeTel ”^1 3 betweenthe N >’ ne and Witham, below Peterborough, 

punuing one level, Without machinery or any difplay of mechanical ability. 

feme port o“r S ” early Paralld l ° Duke ’ S Canal) and navi S ates to and from the 

^ locks. 




